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for callousness. Pleas for restraint by Mariam Zamani Jodha Bai
and Mariam Makatti Hamida Banu Begum added to the turmoil in
Akbar's heart. Then there was the matchless Salima Sultan Begum,
mother of the no-longer-alive Murad, who constantly used her
poetic licence to remind the Emperor of his prayers, pledges and
promises and to beseech him to be patient and forgiving. She had
won Akbar's heart when he was hardly eighteen. Now at sixty,
his devotion to her was no less full. It was Salima who comforted
Akbar one evening when he was in agony hearing about Salim's
advance towards Agra at the head of thirty thousand cavalry. She,
a poet, recited to him: ". . .God's purposes are hidden from the ken
of man; Makhfi* makes no secret of her conviction that in the end
the right will prevail; love is more powerful than a million drunken
elephants."
Akbar regained his composure, and sent a letter to Salim, order-
ing him in no uncertain terms to "learn to obey so that you may
know how to rule." The warning was clear; his advance would be
checked with full force of the imperial army. "It is not my inten-
tion to humiliate you, but I will consider it my finest hour if I
have to take up arms against my own son for the defence of values
sacrosanct to the house of Babar." The rebuke worked. The
Prince returned to Allahabad from Etawah.
Akbar thought he had gained his point and, in a gesture of recon-
ciliation, offered Salim the governorship of Bengal and Bihar. This
move was misunderstood by Salim to be a manoeuvre to dislodge
him from his stronghold and to virtually banish him to a distant,
unattractive part of the kingdom. Salim expressed his unwilling-
ness to accept the offer, and sent Khwaja Jahan to explain to the
Emperor the reasons for his decision. This was the proverbial
last straw that broke Akbar's patience, and impelled him to inter-
vene militarily to call a halt to his son's pretence of independence.
A letter was sent to AbulFazl that he should immediately return
to the court. Akbar needed him by his side at this hour of crisis.
Without making adequate security arrangements Abul Fazl left
Birhanpur in the last week of July 1602, not knowing what Pate
had in store for him. The events that followed are best told in the
words of Asad Beg, a man of learning who belonged to Abut
FazFs following:
*Makfcfi was the pen-name of Saliraa Begum.